Dear Colleagues,

My name is Massieh Moayedi. I am an Associate Professor in Pain Research at the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Dentistry, and hold a Canada Research Chair (Tier 2) in Pain NeuroImaging. I am putting my name forward as Secretary of the Canadian Pain Society (CPS), as I recognize the importance of this society. Since returning to Canada to start my faculty position at the University of Toronto in 2016, I have served on many CPS committees, including the Awards and Grants committee, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion committee, Nominations Committee, and Scientific Program Committee. I have also served on the IASP Grants and Awards Committee. I am also the co-chair of the University of Toronto’s Centre for the Study of Pain. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic—in the absence of conferences and opportunities to exchange ideas—I founded the Human Pain Seminar Series to build community for trainees and researchers. This led to the foundation of the IASP NeuroImaging of Pain SIG, which I co-chair. 

As a Person with Lived Experience with chronic pain, I have dedicated my professional life to understanding the neurobiology of pain using a biopsychosocial lens. I have been lucky to have been awarded several early career awards, tri-council grants, and international funding. These have helped me towards my goal of identifying novel therapeutic targets for pain management. 

As secretary, I would support the CPS Board, communicate with the CPS community, and be responsible for all documents and meeting minutes. My diverse background, life experiences, and research bring representation of these various communities to the CPS board. I am committed to advancing CPS’ mission, and value its inclusivity, broad membership, and the Society’s meaningful contributions to the Canadian Pain Community. It would be my honour to fulfill the roles required of Secretary. 

Regards,
Massieh Moayedi




BIO:
Massieh Moayedi did his undergraduate at the University of Ottawa in Biology (in the French speaking program). He then received his PhD in Pain NeuroImaging under the supervision of Dr. Karen Davis, where he investigated brain abnormalities in individuals with chronic orofacial pain. His postdoctoral research at University College London was under the supervision of Dr. Giandomenico Iannetti, where he investigated electrocortical correlates of pain. Massieh is an Associate Professor at the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Dentistry (tenured in July 2023), a University of Toronto’s Centre for the Study of Pain Scientist and holds a Canada Research Chair (Tier 2) in Pain NeuroImaging. He has received an IASP Early Career Research Award, and holds funding from NFRF, NSERC, CIHR, Ontario, CFI, and NIH. He is very collaborative, and works with groups across Canada, the United States and Europe. He serves the pain community both locally, nationally, and internationally: he is an Editorial Board member of PAIN and PAIN Reports, serves on several CPS committees, is co-chair of the IASP NeuroImaging of Pain SIG, and runs the international Human Pain Seminar Series. He is a strong believer in community and mentorship and supporting trainees achieve their goals, championing EDI principles. Massieh, who has chronic pain resulting from cancer treatment, uses brain imaging to study the mechanisms of acute and chronic pain in pediatric and adult populations. Specifically, his research uses a biopsychosocial lens to understand the contributions and interactions of these domains to the pain experience. 
 

